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The Nanticoke 

River, along with 

the many other 

tributaries leading 

into the 

Chesapeake Bay, 

face a number of 

growing 

challenges, 

including degraded water quality, 

decreased wildlife populations, and 

habitat and ecosystem destruction. 

Conservation is therefore becoming 

increasingly important to maintain 

biodiversity. The Nanticoke 

Watershed Alliance is dedicated to 

increasing awareness and 

understanding for conservation 

through education and outreach, so 

that the watershed community can in 

turn commit themselves to protecting 

the precious resources of the 

Nanticoke River watershed. 

 

In addition to collaboration, 

communication, scientific integrity 

and education, conservation is one of 

the core values of the Alliance. The 

term conservation holds many 

meanings. Land trusts fight to protect 

open space and critical habitat. Other 

organizations work on water and 

energy conservation initiatives. The 

Alliance serves the role of teaching 

residents to become stewards of their 

land and resources through backyard 

conservation workshops and events.  

 

In 2014, the Alliance hosted 

Homeowner Workshops in 

Federalsburg and Sharptown, MD. 

These workshops highlighted the 

uniqueness of the Nanticoke River 

watershed, provided information on 

pollution sources and solutions, and 

much more. Homeowners learned 

about rain gardens, received a rain 

barrel and installation and usage 

instructions, and participated in 

individual yard soil testing and 

guidance. Also, the Alliance and its 

partners held a Homeowner Resource 

Fair in April at ACE Hardware in 

Cambridge, MD. This unique event 

provided outreach to homeowners on 

what they can do in their own yards 

to protect water quality. This 

education was supplemented with 

direct access to vendors so 

participants could purchase rain 

barrels, permeable pavement, or 

native plants to get started right away 

on their backyard conservation 

efforts.  

The Alliance plans to work closely 

with shoreline homeowners in 2015 

to educate about the importance of 

living shorelines and how to manage 

a living shorelines project. Living 

shorelines improve water quality, 

mitigate flooding, create and provide 

habitat for fish and wildlife, and are 

often less-expensive and easier to 

maintain than hardened shorelines. 

(See page 5.) 

 

Thank you to the Chesapeake Bay 

Trust and Town Creek Foundation 

for their financial support of these 

programs. The Nanticoke Watershed 

Alliance is dedicated to teaching the 

community the importance of natural 

resources to foster their passion for 

stewardship. We would love to hear 

from you, and I can be reached at 

(410) 430-3273 or 

shellybaird@nanticokeriver.org. 


